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Happened, a few evenings ago, to have an appointment with a 
friend ‘of mine, a gentleman of the law, which fome particular 
bufinefs prevented him from keeping with his ufual punctuality. 
While I waited for him in his ftudy, { took down from one of his 


fhelves a book at random, to amufe myfelf with till he fhould come 


in, In my character of Lounger, I have learned never to put back 
a book becaufe its fubjet promifes to be a dull one. Though this 
was a law-folio, therefore, I fat down contentedly to perufe it; ha- 


‘ving often experienced, that in books where I looked for the leaft 


entertainment, I have unexpectedly met with the moft. So it hap- 
pened in this law-treatife; where, on the chapter of Marriage, which 
chanced to turn up to me, I found the nice diftinétions and fubtle- 
ties of legal inveftigation fo illuminated with a variety of interefting 
cafes, that I fhall certainly recommend the book, and particularly 
the above-mentioned chapter of it, to all my young friends who are 
engaged in the ftudy of that dry and intricate fcience. I am per- 
fuaded their imaginations will not be lefs exercifed than their judge- 
ments, in following the learned author through the numerous 
pointed illuftrations which he adduces of the doctrines there laid 
down. Of thefe doétrines the abftrac&t feems to be, that though 
certain finaller deceptions are not fufficient for fetting afide a ma- 
trimonial engagement; yet a very high degree of deceit made ufe of 
by one of the parties to influence and inveigle the other, will render 
the marriage void and null ad imitio, as if no fuch contract had ever 
been made, 

I was deeply engaged in thofe fpeculations when my friend cut 
them fhort by entering the room; and as his time is precious, we 
had no leifure to follow them together; though I had much incli- 
nation to have afked his affiftance in clearing up fome legal doubts 
which the author’s reafoning had created in my mind. When I got 
home at night, the fubject recurred to my memory; but befide a 
warm fire in a cold evening, even the thoughts of marriage will not 
keep a man awake, 1 infenfibly fell afleep in my chair, when a 
dream (as is generally the cafe) took up the thread of my waking 
thoughts, and purfued it in the following whimfical manner. 

Methought I was carried into a great hall, which, in its gloom, 
its antique ornaments, and its duftinefs, refembled fome of our 
courts of juftice, at the further end of which was feated, in the 
drefs and with the infignia of a judge, the learned and worthy au- 
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thor of the treatife above mentioned. By one of the attendants of 
the court I was informed, that his office was a fort of chancellorfhip 
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of matrimony, with the power of confirming or annulling all mar- 
riages, as in equity and good confcience {hould feem to him proper ; 
that this was one of the days appointed for hearings; and that the 
parties, complainants and-refpondents, were waiting without, ready 
to be called in to ftate their complaints and defences. 1, who 
am a bachelor, (which | believe | formerly hinted to my readers), 
felicitated myielf on this happy opportunity of inftru@tion and 
entertainment, and fat down on one of the benches, to hear with 
attention the different caufes that fhould be argued. 

The firft perfon who came to the bar was a man of rather an 
ungracious appearance, and a countenance not at all expreflive of 
good humour. He exhibited his complaint, and prayed for a dif- 
folution of his marriage on the head of deception in his wife’s temper ; 
who, as he informed the judge, had made herfelf appear before mar- 
riage one of the fweeteft and moft engaging young women in the 
world; that during her virgin ftate fhe had never been feen, at leaft 
by the complainant, with a fingle frown on her brow, and was the 
very life and foul of every company fhe was in; but that fhe had 
not been married a week, when he difcovered that fhe was (faving 
the court’s prefence) a very devil incarnate; that fcarce a day paf- 
fed in which fhe did not abufe himfelf, ill-treat his friends, and 
whip all the children round; and that he was obliged to change 
his fervants every half year, except one old crofs devil of a cook-maid, 
whom fhe kept to vex and plague him. The lady being called up- 
on for her defence, denied any deception by which the marriage had 
been brought about, or could now be annulled; for that all her 
acquaintance could teftify how good natured fhe was when fhe was 
not contradicted; and that before marriage her hufband had never 
contradicted her. She likewife pleaded recrimination in bar of his 
complaint, and offered to prove, that he himfelf was one of the moft 
crofs-tempered men in the world. The judge difmifled the complaint ; 
but recommended to the parties, fince they feemed equally difla- 
tisfied, to feparate by mutual confent. The hufband feemed incli- 
ned to adopt this propofition ; but the lady rejected it; and, fling- 
ing out of court with a tofs up of one fide of her hoop, faid, fhe 
had more fpirit than to indulge him in that. The hufband growl- 
ed fomething, which 1 could not hear, and followed her, 

The fecond complainant was drefled ina very fhabby coat, and had 
a very indecent length of beard on his face. He prayed a diffolu- 
tion of his marriage from a grofs deception in point of his wife’s 
perfon and appearance, He was, he faid, chiefly induced to the 
match from the beauty of her face.and the elegance of her figure, 
which firft had made her his toaft, then his miftrefs, and laftly 
his wife: That for fome little time after his marriage, this decep- 
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tion was perfectly kept up: That in a few months, however, he be- 

gan to be fenfible of it; and after her becoming pregnant of her 
fuft child, it was apparent to every body: That fubfequent to that 
period, his wife totally neglected all attention to her fhape and 
complexion; and had éver fince been fo perfect a flattern as to have 
forfeited all pretenfions to thofe qualities on the faith of which he 
had married her. The lady made no appearance, which fome one 
‘in court fuggefted was owing to its beitig fo early an hour, as fhe 
feldom rofe till twelve, and never was drefled till three. Indeed, 
upon fome queftion of the judge, it came out, that the hufband 
had never feen her before marriage atan earlier hour, and feldom 
even then, but at great dinners, private balls, and public aflemblies, 
His Lordthip delayed the further confideration of the caufe till an- 
other day, recommending to the gentleman, when he appeared there 
again, to thew the refpect due to the court, by having his beard fha- 
ved, and putting ona clean fhirt, 

The third profecutor was an elderly gentleman with a wrinkled 
face, and a body feemingly very infirm, who came forward to the 
bar by the help of a ftaff, or rather crutch. He reprefented to the 
court, that he had married a few years before, after having lived a 
bachelor till he was turned of fixty, a young innocent girl, as he 
imagined, who had been bred up, at her father’s houfe in the 
country, in perfect ignorance of the town, its expences and amufe- 
qments, who knew only how to knit, work fringes, and border 
an apron, to aflift at making of a pudding, and conftructing a 
goofeberry-pie; whofe greateft expence was a filk gown once in 
two years, with a callico of her own making for morning wear; 
and whofe higheft pleafure confifted in dancing at a country-wed- 
ding or a Chriftmas gambol. But that not long after fhe was mar- 
ried, fhe contrived to have him bring her to town, where fhe fpent 
as much money in one month as it had coft her father to keep her 
all her life before; and actually wore at this moment a cap and fea- 
thers, the price of which would have clothed her for a whole year 
in the country: That fhe was fcarcely ever at home, except when 
fhe had afked a dozen fine people to dinner or fupper, and was fel- 
dom in bed till three in the morning: That fhe would not fuffer 
any of his former companions to approach her, but kept company 
only with diflipated young people of the other fex, or extravagant 
and giddy women of her own. And therefore, from all thofe cir- 
cumftances, fhewing the higheft degree of deception under which 
he had been inveigled to marry, he prayed a diffolution of the ma- 
trimonial engagement, dropping fome hints, at the fame time, that 
the young lady was nothing the worfe for the wear; and that he 
would come down handfomely, to make her worth another man’s 
taking. ° To this complaint it was anfwered, on the part of the lady, 
that there was no fort of deception in the cafe; that fhe had all a- 
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‘Jong declared fhe did not care a farthing for her intended hufband, 
but on the contrary hated and abhorred him; that he had bribed 
her parents, who had partly frightened and partly cajoled her into 
the match, by the offer of large fettlements, and the flattering pro- 
fpect of being the wife of a very rich man; fo that, in the very na- 
ture of the contract fhe gave up her perfon to her faid hufband in 
exchange for the enjoyment of fuch pleafures as his fortune could 
enable her to command for the prefent, and the hopes of what a large 
jointure might procure for the future: that therefore all the finery, 
amufements, and expence, which he complained of, were only parts of 
the firft claufe of the agreement; and that whatever vexation or un- 
eafinefs her conduct might create to him, were but juttifiable means 
of fulfilling the accomplifhment of the fecond. The Chancellor de- 
livered his opinion in favour of the refpondent; but propofed, in 
compaflion to the hufband, (which however the worthy judge de- 
clared his conduct had little merited), that they fhould compromife 
matters, by the lady’s renouncing her right to the man, on being 
immediately vefted in her jointure, The lady was deliberating on 
this propofal, when her Lord declared himfelf in the negative ; 
and clearing his voice with a hem,»hobbled out of court in a ftep 
fomewhat firmer than that in which he entered, faying, No body 
could tell which of them might have the benefit of {urvivorfhip, 
The next cafe was pretty fimilar to the foregoing, except that the 
plaintiff was the wife, and the defendant her hufband; an old lady 
of threefcore verfus a young ftout fellow of five and twenty. She 
alledged, that when a virgin fhe had been made to believe he loved 
her to defperation; but had difcovered, the very day of the wedding, 
that he was only enamoured of L, 20,000 fhe happened to poflefs in 
the Long Annuities. The hufband denied the charge of deceiving 
her; for that fhe knew from the beginning of their acquaintance 
that he wifhed to marry the Long Annuities, which he faid, {mi- 
ling, he would endeavour to make fhorter, The lady on this loft 
temper. “ Do you dare to fay fo, Sir,” fhe exclaimed; “ you, 
“ whom I faved from a jail; you, who, before I took compaiflion 
** on you, had not a coat to your back, nor a dinner to your belly? 
“Do you dare to look in my face, and fay you did not deceive 
“* me?” “ Madam,” replied the fpark, with an eafy impudent 


air, ** do you venture to fhow that face, and to fay fo?” On this 


{he broke out into fuch a violent paffion, and was fo vehement in 
her outcries, that the noife awaked me-——t ’Twas but a Dream,” 
faid I, ftarting from my chair;—“ and yet—'tis as well I am a 
** bachelor.” 
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